HGMS Seventh Grade Semester Choices 2011-2012
Beginning Spanish

This course is an introduction to Spanish language and culture. Major topics include greetings, colors, numbers, classroom objects, the calendar, telling time, weather expressions, the house, transportation vocabulary, feelings, animals, foods, questions and interrogatives, the family, holidays, art, and clothing. Students who complete this course successfully should next take Intermediate Spanish or Spanish A.

Chorus

Students sing three-part and/or four-part music in this performing choral music group. Students have the opportunity to sing solos and participate in small ensembles. Some after-school rehearsals and evening performances may be required.
EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS I
This course is designed to explore technological systems through key concepts of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). Students will engage in hands on activities and projects to further understand key concepts. After completing an in depth safety course, students will be instructed in the usage of machines and hand tools such as the lathe, drill press, miter saw, power drill, disc sander, and band saw. Student projects will enhance skills such as problem solving, critical thinking, and analytical thinking on projects such as designing and coding a video game, modeling parts in Solid Works (computer aided design software), creating an original audio, filming and editing a commercial, and designing/producing a tee shirt, just to name a few. 

                         EXPLORING LIFE SKILLS I
This course explores life skills essential for adolescents, now and in the future. Units include resource management, relationships, nutrition and wellness, child care, career pathways, apparel and interior design.  The focus is on developing a foundation for the application of life management skills.  Skills in applying basic academics, problem solving, decision making, communication, team work, creative and critical thinking are developed in this course.
VISUAL COMPOSITION

This course builds on student’s earlier visual arts experiences working with the elements of art (line, color, shape/form, space, texture, value) and design to create artwork/compositions based on real life images and from their imaginations.  This is achieved through a variety of mediums for coloring, painting, or producing two/three dimensional creations.
POTTERY/SCULPTURE

Students have the opportunity to use a wide variety of media such as paper, wood, clay, plaster, papier mâché, and/or fabric to create three-dimensional forms. Specific techniques for these media are taught. Functional and decorative clay pots are shaped and formed, using either the raku kiln or electric kiln firing method.
KEYBOARDING 
This course offers general keyboarding instruction that is essential in our technological society. Students learn basic keying skills, which consist of fluent manipulation of letter, figure/symbol, and basic operational keys by touch. Emphasis is on daily use of a computer system and appropriate software to provide integrated training thorough a learn/practice/sustain/assess plan of skill building. Word processing concepts are presented in a method that is transferable to all subject areas. Language Arts skills are reinforced as students format, compose, and proofread documents. Students are required to take a state-mandated secure CTE post-assessment at the end of this course. 

Keyboarding is a prerequisite for Business Computer Technology. It is strongly recommended that 6th graders enroll in this course. 

BUSINESS COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY
This course is designed to build upon and enhance the Keyboarding course. It provides hands-on instruction in basic computer hardware concepts, computer ethics, and software applications. Emphasis is placed on reinforcing touch-keying skills while providing hands-on experiences for learning word processing, database, spreadsheet, desktop publishing, multimedia, and telecommunication applications. Language arts skills and basic mathematical concepts are reinforced in this course. Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course are field trips and job shadowing. Simulations, projects, teamwork, and FBLA leadership activities and competitions provide opportunities for application of instructional competencies. 
DANCE I

This course re- introduces creative movement, improvisation, and choreography through basic modern dance techniques as well as further developing skills and creativity through modern dance. Students may participate in formal and informal performance activities.

INTERMEDIATE BAND (year-long course)

This class is a continuation of the skills taught in Beginning Band with further development of tone production, breath support, and music reading. Students are introduced to performance skills and techniques. They are encouraged to perform as individuals and as members of an ensemble. Students should anticipate some after-school practices and evening performances. 
