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Making Time to Vote

Robert G. Sox, Curriculum & Instruction

he mission of the Wake County Public School Sys-

tem is to “educate each student to be a responsible
and productive citizen who can effectively manage fu-
ture challenges.” One of the greatest American respon-
sibilities is to engage in civic life through the process of
voting. Students may have many classroom opportuni-
ties for participatory decision making, but it is impor-
tant to help connect classroom learning to real-world
experiences.

Since 1996, Kids Voting has provided thousands of
Wake County students the opportunity to experience the
election process by casting a Kids Voting ballot at their
parents’ polling site. In an effort
to allow the Kids Voting experi-
ence to reach a greater number of
our students, many schools will
provide an opportunity to cast a
school day ballot.

Since it is a presidential elec-
tion year, on Saturday, September
13, Kids Voting NC Wake Coun-
ty, in partnership with the NC
Museum of History, conducted
a candidates’ forum. Questions
from middle and high school
students were presented to can-
didates. Elementary students

Growing Green Goodness

participated in presentations, book reviews, and a vari-
ety of engaging hands-on civic and patriotic activities in
the Museum lobby.

In addition to the voting opportunity, Kids Voting
NC Wake County provides materials and resources for
teaching civic responsibility to each school.

You can help your child make a deeper real world
connection to the Kids Voting process by making the vot-
ing process a part of your conversations at home.

For additional information about Kids Voting, please
visit: www.kidsvotingwake.org.

Christina Larkins, Environmental Health and Safety

ardening is a wonderful
family experience. It is an
excellent way to spend quality
time with children while teach-
ing them lessons about life, the
workings of nature, and the
value of protecting the environ-
ment. While working in a gar-
den, a child can experience the
satisfaction that comes from car-
ing for something over time and observing the cycle of
life firsthand. Children gain a sense of pride and ac-
complishment from watching the fruits and vegetables
grow and eating food they have produced themselves.
In this day and age when family activities tend to cost
more money than we typically would like to spend, why
not opt for a little old-fashioned family fun? By being in-
volved from planting to harvesting, all family members
will have the opportunity to reap the educational, nutri-
tious and tasty benefits of gardening!
In addition to home activities like gardening, there
are many student-driven environmental education pro-

grams available for your child to participate in while in
school. Programs such as Energy Savers, SW.A.T (stu-
dent water audit team) and Feed the Bin are offered
at all elementary, middle and high schools, as part of
our Environmental Stewardship program coordinated
through WCPSS Environmental Health and Safety. For
more information, please call 856-3715.

Tips for Gardening with Kids

1. Be sure to engage children through the entire pro-
cess, from seed to table.

2. Have the kids pick out favorite vegetables that they
want to grow.

3. Find a sunny spot in the yard to plant. If you live

in an apartment, condo or area without much land,

consider doing a container garden out of pots,

empty jugs or bottles.

Teach them how to plant, water and pull weeds.

5. Have children help pick the vegetables when it’s
time to harvest.
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Making Math More
than Just a Subject

Crystal Cabral, Elementary Mathematics

How can I help my child in math? This is a question
often asked by parents who want to help but don’t
know where to start. While there is no one answer to
this question, one of the most effective things a parent
can do to help their child has nothing to do with flash
cards and workbooks. The goal of a parent should be to
help their child understand that math is not just a sub-
ject in school, but somethmg that all of us use everyday.

G, = Math is everywhere!

One of the best
and simplest ways to
improve your child’s
math skills is to is
look for opportuni-
ties to “talk math”
with your child in a
nonstressful way. While driving in the car, challenge your
child, let’s see how many rectangles we can count. Have your
child call out when they find one, I see a billboard, a bill-
board is a rectangle. But then, ask further questions. How do
you know a billboard is a rectangle? Is a stop sign a rectangle?
By asking your child to explain and clarify their thinking
you are not only practicing geometry (rectangles), and
number sense (counting & adding), but also reasoning
skills which can take students a long way in math.

If you make “talking math” something you do every
day, it won’t be long before your child will start noticing
opportunities on their own to practice their math skills
You can “talk math” practically anywhere. From count-
ing people in line at the grocery store, to estimating how
long it will take to clean their room, your child will love
the challenges, and their teacher will love it too!

Acronym Glossary

Ever trip over an unfamiliar acronym in an educational
report, such as CogAT or ASVAB? WCPSS has cre-
ated an Acronym Glossary to help you understand all of
these educational acronyms. More than 300 of the most
commonly used acronyms throughout WCPSS have been
defined and presented in alphabetical order. You can
check it out at: http:/[www.wcpss.net/glossarylword/list.
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Sign Up for E-news

f you would like a convenient way to receive up-to-date

information about the school system, the Communica-
tions Department has two new electronic newsletters that
will provide the latest information from the classroom to
the boardroom.

Wake School - Community News is a twice monthly
e-newsletter that reports on the latest school board meet-
ings, policy changes and education trends.

The Classroom Connection is a twice monthly
e-newsletter that reports on the good news happening
across the district as well as innovative techniques teach-
ers are using in the classroom.

Signing up to receive E-news is easy. It is located
on the Wake County Public School System website
(www.wcepss.net).

Interim Reports Issued (Traditional Calendar)

First Quarter: September 22 — 26
Second Quarter: December 8 — 12
Third Quarter: February 23 — 27
Fourth Quarter:May || — I5

HiGcH ScHooL ExAMs
January 20 — 23
June 5,8 - 10

*These dates will differ for Wake Early College High School (WECHS).
Please visit the WECHS website or contact the school for a list of dates.




ParentMatters Woake County Public School System

Woake County PTA Council Superintendent (cont'd from front page)

s school begins, parents across times they fall.

Wake County collectively Our students depend on
wish the best for their students. all three legs of the stool. As
We all want our children to WCPSS’s current Superintendent,
succeed in school, but what can I am accountable for whether our

Wake County

®

we really do to ensure their suc- Council schools are healthy, safe and effec-
cess? How can we positively in- tive learning environments where
fluence the educational process and your child can and will thrive. Our
help them get the right start to life? vision is that every child graduates

National PTA says that family involvement is the key | on time, prepared for the future,
to student success. But what does family involvement  and everything we do must work
mean? What does it look like? How can we possibly get | toward that vision. For those students who are hav-
involved, especially when we’re working so hard just to | ing trouble balancing on the stool, it’s not enough

keep our heads above water? for educators to ask for more support from the home
For every family, involvement means something | and community. We also have to ask if we are doing
different: enough ourselves.
* For some, involvement means having a parent in the And we’re doing that. We are deeply involved in

child’s classroom on a regular basis, assisting the | responding to a curriculum management audit that
classroom teacher in class projects and events, and | saw room for improvement in our academic programs.
chaperoning field trips. We’re also focusing attention on the fwo vital behav-

* For some, involvement means making sure the child = iors that students must adopt in order to graduate on
shows up on time for school every day, having eaten | time, prepared for the future:

a good breakfast and bringing all the appropriate * Attend school regularly
materials, so that the child is prepared to learn. * Learn the Standard Course of Study

e For some, involvement means including calm times We are constantly reviewing how our students are
at home in the evening so that children can unwind | learning, what we teach, how we teach it, and how our
and prepare for the coming school day. school system supports learning and teaching from the

e For some, involvement means just spending time | cafeteria to the athletic field to the Superintendent’s
every day discussing what’s going on in school and | Office. What we are discovering is that while WCPSS

in the child’s life, offering support and encourage- = is doing a good job preparing most students for the
ment. future — better than most comparable school districts
e For some, involvement means reading together on a in our nation — we have many more Opportunities for
nightly basis. improvement.
* And for some, involvement means all of the above It’s not just about more resources, although our
and more. growing student population needs them. It’s not just

The real point is that every family will find their own | about parental and community involvement, although
ways of getting involved. But we all have the responsibility = we are actively and enthusiastically welcoming busi-
to do that. We all have the responsibility to support and | nesses, faith communities and families to our school

encourage our students. doors. It’s about accepting that WCPSS must be there
If you are looking for ways to specifically get plugged = for every child from kindergarten to 12th grade: the
into your child’s education, please do not hesitate to con- | one bound for Harvard, the one struggling in a broken

tact your school’s PTA/PTSA president. He/she can help | home, the one overcoming a disability, the one new to
you find ways to get involved. Even if you can only offer = Wake County, and the one whose family has been here
30 minutes of time, you can be part of the solution, part | for generations.

of the positive community of volunteers that are making a We stand in support of every child in the Wake
real difference in the lives of the children at every schoolin | County Public School System. We stand in support of
Wake County. If you don’t know how to contact your PTA | your children. Please help support them in their stud-
President, contact your school’s main office, and they will | ies and attendance. Please let your school know what

direct you as to contact information. we can do to support you. And thank you for entrust-
ing their education to us. It is a responsibility that we
Thanks for all you do for the children, are proud to bear.

Sarah Martin W
Wake PTA Council President, 2008-2009 %
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Stay Connected

ircumstances, usually inclement weather, sometimes

force WCPSS to cancel classes, open schools late, or
close them early. Occasionally, occurrences such as gas
leaks, water outages or power loss will force a small num-
ber of schools to close, open late, or dismiss early while
the rest of the system remains on schedule.

In each of these circumstances, the Wake County
Public School System has plans and procedures in place
to handle the situation and communicate with parents. In
particular, WCPSS will post regularly updated informa-
tion about system and school status on www.wcpss.net.
The school system will also communicate school closings
and similar information to local media outlets.

You can help!

e Keeping your contact information up-to-date will
keep you informed of decisions to close school or
release students early. Remember to provide your
school with any new, additional and changing
phone numbers you obtain throughout the year.
If you receive a phone call from our school system
through our automated service, the number will
show up as 411 on Caller ID displays.

* Be one of the first to know about the latest news
concerning the Wake County Public School
System by signing up to have information sent
directly to your e-mail account through our E-mail
Notification Service and Electronic Newsletters.
To subscribe, go to www.wcpss.net.

GET

CONNECTED! §

For news and features about
education in Wake County.

TUNE INTO

The School Connection
TELEVISION SHOW

Channel 11 in Raleigh
Mondays at 10:30 a.m.
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m.
Fridays at 12:30 p.m.
Fridays at 6:00 p.m.
Sundays at 6:30 p.m.

Channel 11 in Cary
Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m.
Fridays at 6:00 p.m.
Sundays at 1:30 p.m.
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SC |THE SCHOOL CONNECTION

FOR A COMPLETE SCHEDULE

VISIT WWW.WCPSS.NET/SCHOOLTV

Online Learning with Community
Schools: Click to Learn

Fitting a course into a busy schedule is
not always easy for most people. You
might find the flexibility afforded by our
online course program, Click to Learn, a
solution to your scheduling dilemma.You can begin any of
the six-week courses in whatever month you choose, and
also work on the lessons at any time you choose.Those les-
sons are available on the website, you can click on your
classroom and study your lessons at any time, day or
night.

Is your child preparing to take the SAT/ACT test soon?
Our online SAT/ACT preparation courses I and II are only
$72 each and offer a very flexible schedule for busy high
school or middle school students.

For more information on how to register for this and
other Online Learning courses offered through Com-
munity Schools, contact Beth Lynch at 919-713-0557 or
visit http:/lcs.wepss.net/wcepssonline and click on“Click to
Learn.”

The Wake PTA Council wants you and your child to get
moving this Fall! They have challenged PTAs across

the County to form Walking Clubs. If your school
is not yet participating in this initiative, contact
your PTA president to find out how your school

can get involved.
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WAKE COUNTY

PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

3600 WAKE FOREST ROAD
PO. BOX 28041
RALEIGH, NC 27611-8041
PHONE: 919-850-1600

www.wcpss.net

Wake County Public School System pro-
grams are staffed and offered without regard
to race, sex, age, color, religion, national ori-
gin, citizenship status, political affiliation, or
disability.




