











Middle School English Language Arts

The North Carolina English Language Arts curricu-
lum for grades 6-8 is written to address the distinctly
different educational needs and characteristics of mid-
dle school students. Middle school students are respon-
sible for increasingly complex and demanding tasks.
Therefore, it is imperative that the middle school Eng-
lish Language Arts curriculum guide students through
a sequenced program
of study that is clear, fo-
cused, and measurable.

The ultimate goal of
the middle school English
Language Arts curricu-
lum is to foster personal,
social, and civic literacy.

Since our society de-
pends upon language as
communication, students
must be provided daily
opportunities to enhance
control of the skills needed to communicate effectively.
The English Language Arts curriculum for grades 6-8
is constructed around communication environments-
settings for exchanging information that all of us enter
when we need to communicate with clarity, purpose,
and care. The focus is on three strands: oral language,
written language, and other media/technology. These
strands are explored by emphasizing personal expres-

sion, argument, and using information for a specific
task/persuasive writing.
The WCPSS office of middle school English Lan-
guage Arts develops resources and professional de-
velopment to support literacy initiatives that enhance
the learning-teaching process and promote improved
student achievement on local, state, and national as-
sessments. Teachers are encour-
aged to use formative assessments,
evaluate data generated by these
assessments, and modify, enrich or
enhance their teaching to meet the
needs of all students. Instructional
tools used in the English Language
Arts classroom include, but are not
limited to:
* textbooks
* novels / other text
* web 2.0 podcasts
e writing folders

® writing rubrics

* mock writing assessments

¢ Blue Diamond assessments

The following links contain additional information
regarding 6-8 English Language Arts:
http:/lwww.wcpss.netlisd/middle/lang_arts/index.html
http:/lwww.ncpublicschools.orgl/curriculum/languagearts/
middlegrades/

End-of-Grade and End-of-Course Testing Schedules

TRADITIONAL CALENDAR SCHOOLS
End-of-Grade
Test Date May 19 - 23
Retest 1 May 27 — 30
Retest2 June2 -6
End-of-Course
Test Date June 4 - 10
Retest 1 June 5-10
Retest2 TBD

YEAR-ROUND CALENDAR SCHOOLS
End-of-Grade
Test DateTrack 1 May 12 -16
Tracks 2 -4 June 9-13
Retest 1 Track 1 May 19 - 23
Tracks 2 — 4 June 16 — 20
Retest 2 Track 1 May 27 - 30
Tracks 2 — 4 June 23 - 27
End-of-Course Last Two WEEKS

Mopifiep CALENDAR SCHOOLS
End-of-Grade
Test Date May 12 - 16
Retest 1 May 19 - 23
Retest 2 May 27 — 30
End-of-Course
Test Date May 27 — 30
Retest 1 May 28 - 30
Retest 2 TBD

4X4 Brock CALENDAR SCHOOLS
End-of-Course
Test Date June 4 - 10
Retest 1 June 5-10
Retest 2 TBD

WAKE EARLY COLLEGE
End-of-Course
Test Date May 16 — 22
Retest1 May 17 — 22

Retest 2 TBD




Woake County Public School System

ParentMatters

What Research Suggests to Help Your Student Achieve

ecently, Wake County Public

School System’s (WCPSS) Evalu-
ation and Research Department stud-
ied achievement progress of students
who have more than one academic
risk factor, such as limited English
proficiency, low family income, and/
or disabilities. We compared school
and home experiences for students
who showed strong achievement
progress in school and those who did
not. We found practices that teachers
and families might use to improve
the success of at risk students. Read-
ers are invited to see if the practices
might also help other students as
well.
Resilient children are better
students

Students who showed strong
achievement despite experiencing
risk factors were more likely to ex-
hibit resiliency, which is the ability to
overcome difficult circumstances.

nerships with teachers. Talk with

them by phone, e-mail, or in per-

son. Attend as many of your stu-
dent’s conferences as possible.

Homework: There are many ways

to help your child with home-

work:

* Provide a place for your child
to do homework on a regular
basis.

e Check on homework comple-
tion.

each other with homework.

grades.

Talk with teachers and school staff: Build part-

e Limit television viewing and video game time.
* Provide more support by asking siblings to help

Grades matter! Check your child’s grades and
talk with teachers about how to improve his or her

Low-cost or free activities: Students are more likely
to be successful if they’re involved in school or com-

Resilient students are likely to have
a sense of purpose, strong motivation
to succeed, high expectations, and
the ability to take on challenges. One
student in our study, for instance,
had a fierce determination to come
to school every day even though he
faced health concerns. We also found
that resilient students are often in-
volved in hobbies, group sports, and
other high-interest activities. One
student took music lessons at school
for many years and was involved in
sports as well. Other successful stu-
dents mentioned church and com-
munity activities outside of school.
Children who overcome multiple
challenges are likely to have a sense
of independence and the ability to
overcome and distance themselves
from negative circumstances. One
student in our study was taken from a
traumatic living situation and placed
with a close relative. With substantial

support and encouragement, she was
able to improve her grades after the
move, despite her disability as well
as her challenging life experiences.
Successful students also tend to es-
tablish positive relationships with
adults, make connections with peer
groups, and care for others. Many
of the students in our study who did
well in school reported having good
relationships with an adult at school,
such as a teacher or a school admin-
istrator.

We also noted that resilient chil-
dren have solid problem-solving
skills, such as the ability to connect
with supportive people and places
and to understand“how they learn.”

To support her learning, one
girl had tutoring, did homework at
school, asked questions at school and
home, and worked in groups in the
classroom.

How to help your student succeed in school

munity activities that interest them. There are many

affordable or free activities in
our community that are intellec-
tually stimulating and can build
connections.

Tutors and mentors: Students
can get additional support at
home or from a tutor/mentor or
other support programs at school
or in the community. This is par-
ticularly important for students
who are still learning English.

If you need help finding tutoring, ask your child’s
teacher, your church, or community groups.
For more information

To learn more about our studies on effective prac-

tices for students with multiple risk factors or other
matters related to evaluation and research, visit the

WCPSS Evaluation & Research Department online

919-850-1863.

at www.wcpss.net/evaluation-research, or call us at
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2100 8GraduationiSchedule

Apex Saturday, June 14 5:00 p.m.
Cary Thursday, June 12 8:00 p.m.
Enloe Saturday, June 14 11:30 a.m.
REYNOLDS COLISEUM Garner Saturday, June 14 8:30 a.m.
NCSU Campus Green Hope Saturday, June 14 2:00 p.m.
2411 Dunn Ave. .
Raleigh, NC 27695 Leesville Road Wednesday, June 11 5:00 p.m.
(919) 834-4000 Millbrook Wednesday, June 11 8:00 p.m.
Southeast Raleigh Saturday, May 31 10:00 a.m.
Wake Forest-Rolesville Thursday, June 12 5:00 p.m.
Wakefield Friday, June 13 5:00 p.m.
PROGRESS ENERGY CENTER
Memorial Auditorium Athens Wednesday, June 11 2:00 p.m.
500 Fayetteville Street Mall East Wake Wednesday, June 11 8:00 p.m.
R(a;ﬁ':)h;,:f _:z:g 1 Fuquay Varina Wednesday, June 11 11:00 a.m.
Knightdale Wednesday, June 11 5:00 p.m.
Sanderson Tuesday, June 10 8:00 p.m.
MEYMANDI HALL
2 E. South Street Phillips Tuesday, June 10 7:00 p.m.
Raleigh, NC 27601
Holliday Gymnasium Broughton Wednesday, June 11 10:00 a.m.
Broughton High School ; .
723 Saint Mary's Street Middle Creek Thursday, June 12 10:00 a.m.
Raleigh, NC 27605
LONGVIEW CAMPUS
318 N. King Charles Road .
Raleigh, NC 27610 Longview Tuesday, June 10 5:30 a.m.
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http://cs.wcpss.net/wcpssonline

ONLINE LEARNING
BethiLFich¥919-713-0557_

CONNECTED!

For news and features about
education in Wake County.

TUNE INTO

ParentMatters

Upcoming Important Dates

INTERIM REPORTS ISSUED

May5-9
Wake Early College of Health and Science:
April 15 - 17

HicH ScHoor Exams
June 5 — 6, June 9 — 10

Wake Early College of Health and Science:
May 12 — 15

LAst DAY OF SCHOOL
Traditional: June 10

Year-Round: Track 1: June 3
Tracks 2 —4: June 27

Modified: May 30

Wake Early College of Health and Science:
May 21

First DAY oF 2008-09 ScHOOL YEAR
Traditional: August 25

Year-Round: Tracks 1 -3: July 7
Track 4: July 28

Modified: July 24
Wake Early College of Health and Science:

The School Connection
TELEVISION SHOW

Channel 11 in Raleigh
Mondays at 10:30 a.m.

Thursdays at 12:30 p.m.
Fridays at 12:30 p.m.
Fridays at 6:00 p.m.
Sundays at 6:30 p.m.

Channel 11 in Cary
Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m.
Fridays at 6:00 p.m.
Sundays at 1:30 p.m.

THE SCHOOL CONNECTION

FOR A COMPLETE SCHEDULE

August 6
ParentMatters
l WAKE COUNTY

PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

3600 WAKE FOREST ROAD
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27609
PHONE: 919-850-1600

Parent Matters is produced by the WCPSS Communi-
cations Department and the Print Shop for the parents
of the Wake County Public School System. Please submit
any story ideas to Ashley Smith, editor and communica-
tions specialist, at asmith9@wcpss.net.

Wake CountyPublicSchool System programsarestaffed
and offered without regard to race, sex, age, color, religion,
national origin, citizenship status, political affiliation, or
disability.

VISIT WWW.WCPSS.NET/SCHOOLTV

www.wcpss.net




