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High schools offer a FREE SAT Online course to help 
students. Encourage your child to visit the school’s 

Student Services Department to obtain the information on 
how to access the course, procured for you by WCPSS! This 
is designed to help students individually raise their score!!!

If additional help is needed, Online Learning offers 
SAT/ACT Preparation Courses aimed at preparing test tak-
ers for the verbal and math portions of the test along with 
techniques to relieve test-taking anxiety. For more informa-
tion contact Beth Lynch, Online Learning Coordinator, at 
(919)713-0557.

SAT Help for Students

 
Helpful Websites

Math Help
www.mathforum.org/dr.math/ 
Ask Dr. Math is a question and answer service for 
math students and their teachers. A searchable ar-
chive is available by level and topic, as well as sum-
maries of Frequently Asked Questions.

Social Studies Help
www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/pfl/elementarymiddle/
2005middleguide.pdf 
This guide helps students learn more about personal 
financial literacy as they make connections to topics 
of study in middle grades social studies.  
www.sog.unc.edu/programs/civiced/index.php  
This website is maintained by the NC Civic Educa-
tion Consortium at UNC.  It has specific links to civ-
ics resources and a “Just for Youth” page for older stu-
dents.   

 Computer Lessons
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/
This website provides instruction and practice for 
typing skills, in a fun and engaging format.

 

Stay Notified of School 
Closings and Delays

Any time a final decision is made to close 
schools, delay opening or send students 
home, we immediately contact the local me-
dia. You can tune in to your favorite television 
or radio station for information. Additionally, 
you can call our school system’s main num-
ber at 850-1600. Schools typically update the 
school’s main phone line with a message to 
reflect the closing or delay status, as well.

However, the best way to get immedi-
ate information is to log onto our website at 
www.wcpss.net. While there, you may want 
to sign up for our online e-mail notification 
service at www.wcpss.net/notification_list/. 
Once you are signed up, you will receive an e-
mail notification immediately after a decision 
has been made. 

2008-09
Test Dates Test

Registration 
Deadline

(postmark/ 
submit by)

March 14, 2009 SAT only February 10, 2009

May 2, 2009 SAT & 
Subject Tests

March 31, 2009

June 6, 2009 SAT & 
Subject Tests

May 5, 2009

Upcoming SAT Dates & 
Registration Deadlines 2008-09

*Courtesy of CollegeBoard; for more information visit: 
www.collegeboard.com.
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Good Sportsmanship is Character 
Education

Students who participate in school athletics learn valu-
able lessons while on the field or court. Teamwork, 

good coping strategies, and self-control are just a few of 
the characteristics they begin to exhibit when competing 
in sports. WCPSS coaches believe displaying good sports-
manship in an athletically competitive environment is one 

of the most important lessons they can teach 
their students. 

 “In the long-run teams are going to be 
remembered a whole lot more for how 
they played the game than whether they 
won the game,” said WCPSS Athletics 
Senior Administrator Bobby Guthrie. 

Recently, five Wake County high 
schools were recognized for their good 

sportsmanship among student-
athletes in every sport through-
out the 2007-08 school year. 
Apex, Cary, Enloe, Leesville, 

and Millbrook high schools re-
mained “ejection free” the entire school year. This means no 
coach or player was ejected from any game all season long 
due to poor sportsmanship through conduct like fighting, 
using profanity or obscene gestures, taunting, or disre-
spectfully addressing or contacting an official.

Good sportsmanship is viewed highly by the National 
Federation of State High School Associations and by the 
Board of Education. Our district’s policy on sportsmanship 
strives to develop and nurture positive qualities such as 
a commitment to fair play, ethical behavior and integrity. 
These are all characteristics that are important throughout 
life! Participation in a sport for even just one athletic sea-
son or a year, can reinforce exemplary conduct long after 
students hang up their uniforms. That’s why WCPSS en-
courages all students to get involved in a sport! 

 
Reminder

Don’t forget letters 

will go out to parents 

in March to respond to 

their magnet/calendar 

application request. 

Parents will receive their 

student’s official notifi-

cation of school assig-

ment for the 2009-10 

school year on May 15, 

2009.

Superintendent (cont'd from front page)

keep up or far ahead, he or she has a great potential that we 
must help realize. This is true from kindergarten to twelfth 
grades. Supporting your child each year along the way is cru-
cial in making sure that your child is prepared for high school 
on the first day of ninth grade and graduates on time.

The Wake County Public School System will rise to this 
occasion. Meeting this goal is simply the right thing to do; 
our schools must not “write off” any child. We know that you 
expect us to make sure that your child leaves our schools 
ready to thrive in a challenging, rapidly changing economy.

I make this promise to you: our school system will back 
up the talented people who support your child every day. 
“Programs” and “initiatives” aren’t the most important factor 
in your child’s success. Caring and diligent teachers, with a 
powerful community behind them and access to the resourc-
es they need, are the key. This is the kind of school system 
that we are building, with your help, for your child.

 

Five Behaviors of  
Good Sportsmanship

1. 	Accept seriously the responsibility and 
privilege of representing your school and 
community; display positive public action 
at all times. 

2. 	Treat opponents with the respect that is 
due them as guests and fellow athletes. 

3. 	Exercise self-control at all times, accepting 
decisions and abiding by them. 

4. 	Accept both victory and defeat with pride 
and compassion, never being boastful or 
bitter. 

5. 	Live up to the high standard of sportsman-
ship established by your coaches and help 
fellow athletes and fans maintain these 
standards.
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Helping your child follow through on homework as-
signments can build his or 

her sense of accomplishment and 
confidence. Here are some simple 
things parents can do to set the 
stage for homework success. 

1.	 Set a regular time for home-
work that fits into your fam-
ily’s schedule. Hold your child 
accountable for beginning 
homework on time and be 
consistent in your expecta-
tions. You may find it help-
ful to post the schedule in a 
prominent place like the re-
frigerator. By having a pre-
dictable schedule your child 
will better focus on what he 
or she needs to do, instead of 
wondering when to do it.

2.	 Pick a place for homework. It 
doesn’t have to be fancy. It may 
be at the kitchen table, at a small desk, or in a corner of the  
living room. This place should have good lighting and 
be fairly quiet. 

3. 	 Remove distractions. Turn off the television and limit 
any telephone calls during homework time. Loud mu-
sic also can be a deterrent to concentration, so turn off 
radios and CDs. If the household tends to be noisy, 
try having all family members engage in some quiet 
activities during homework time. 

4. 	 Provide the needed materials. By keeping supplies 
such as pencils, pens, paper, and markers readily  
available, students can maximize their time on com-
pleting homework assignments, not searching for 
needed materials.

5. 	 Set a good example. Show your child that you value 
learning. Let him see you reading books, newspapers, 
and computer screens. Talk about the many things you 
write each day: e-mails, letters, lists, reports. Discuss 
the various ways you use math on a regular basis: bal-
ancing your checkbook, measuring for carpet, figuring 
out which item is the best buy. Your child will begin to 
see how what he or she is learning is important. 

6. 	 Monitor completion of homework. Most students 
need your help in developing the habit of complet-
ing homework independently. Here are some sugges-
tions for monitoring your child’s work. If your student 
uses an agenda or homework calendar, review what 
is assigned at the beginning of the homework time 

and ask your child if they understand what they are 
supposed to do. If your child has 
several different assignments, help 
him or her predict how long each 
assignment will take. He or she 
may need to use a timer to help 
pace the work. When homework is 
completed, look over the work and 
spot check for understanding. It 
may be tempting to sit down with 
your child and help with every as-
signment. Beware. This approach 
often results in children becom-
ing so dependent on their parents 
that they don’t believe they can 
do their homework on their own. 
Remember, the purpose of home-
work is to practice skills that the 
students have been introduced to 
in school. 

Helping Your Child with Homework 

Summershine 

Information on 
camps, clinics, 

track out and oth-
er fun programs 
for school-age 
children can be 
found within 
the pages of 
Summershine. 
It’s also a good 
resource for 
possible sum-
mer job op-
portunit ies 
for older stu-
dents. Pick 
up a copy 
at your local 
library or browse the online 
version at: http://cs.wcpss.net/lifelonglearning. 
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New Area Superintendent Assignments 

During an independent curriculum audit conducted in 2007, auditors recommended WCPSS become more respon-
sive to our growing school communities by increasing the number of area superintendents who provide direct 

support to our schools. 
Since welcoming two new faces to the Office of Area Superintendent in January, school assignments for each of our 

area superintendents have changed to provide greater support to our schools. Former WCPSS Principal Andre Smith 
fills a new position as area superintendent for the North Eastern Wake County area. Former WCPSS Principal Cathy 
Moore has taken over as area superintendent for Central Wake County. 

With the increased accountability, there are now seven area superintendents responsible for providing support and 
oversight to our 156 schools. Area superintendents work with principals to improve the use of existing school resources, 
select new principals and provide direction for school improvement plans. 

 

3600 wake forest road 
po. box 28041 

raleigh, nc 27611-8041 
phone: 919-850-1600 

 

www.wcpss.net
Wake County Public School System pro-
grams are staffed and offered without regard 
to race, sex, age, color, religion, national ori-
gin, citizenship status, political affiliation, or  
disability.

ParentMatters

Superintendent Name Area Superintendent Serves Office Phone Number

Ann Hooker Northern Area Superintendent  (919) 850-1954

Cathy Moore Central Area Superintendent  (919) 850-1775

Danny Barnes Eastern Area Superintendent  (919) 850-1776

Andre Smith North Eastern Area Superintendent  (919) 850-1805

Lloyd Gardner Southern Area Superintendent  (919) 850-1845

Julye Mizelle South Western Area Superintendent  (919) 850-1746

Kathy Chontos Western Area Superintendent  (919) 850-8915

Get to Know Your Area Superintendent

Want to know your school’s area superintendent? Find out at: ww.wcpss.net/superintendent/area-superinten-
dents/.

The WCPSS Communications Department produces Parent Matters. Contact the editor at asmith9@wcpss.net.


